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Connecting liberal arts thinking with Al innovation for a
future that's as human as it is intelligent

What is Human Edge?

Human Edge is a collaborative framework that unites academia, industry, and civic leaders to
infegrate human-centered, liberal arts thinking into the rapidly evolving world of Al.

Our mission is to ensure innovation remains ethical, inclusive, and grounded in critical thinking
while driving economic growth and preparing the next generation of leaders.

The Human Edge model blends:
e Lliberal arts strengths — ethics, context, communication, systems thinking
e Technical expertise — Al, data, engineering, and applied innovation
e Real-world collaboration — bridging classrooms, boardrooms, and communities

Where We Started

Human Edge began as a pilot initiative with students and faculty from liberal arts and technical

institutions, including early programs at the College of the Holy Cross and Worcester Polytechnic
Institute.

These pilots demonstrated the power of bringing diverse disciplines together to:
e Shape Al adoption with both technical and ethical considerations

e Create meaningful applied learning experiences

e Connect students with industry and civic leaders

Why Human Edge Matters Now

Al is advancing faster than education, workforce systems, and governance can keep pace.
Without intentional action, the human side of innovation risks being overshadowed.

Human Edge bridges that gap by:

® Empowering students and professionals with the skills to guide Al responsibly
e Driving interdisciplinary problem-solving for real-world challenges

e Building cross-sector partnerships that accelerate ethical innovation
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